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The memo is intended to provide direction to staff and RPFs regarding:

1) minimum stand age for initial entries using Variable Retention, and

2) selection criteria for determining if retention standards have been met on each 20 acre area within each harvest unit.

Minimum Stand Age

Recently, several Timber Harvesting Plans have been submitted in the Coast Forest District calling for the application of the Variable Retention Silvicultural Method [14 CCR 913.4(d), 933.4(d), 953.4(d)] in units where the dominant and codominant trees were less than 50 years old.

It is the Department’s position that the age limitations specified in 14 CCR 913.1(a)(1), 933.1(a)(1) and 953.1(a)(1) are applicable where the Variable Retention Silvicultural Method is used to regenerate even aged stands.  This determination is based on guidance from two BOF rules.

The first is from 14 CCR 913.4 (d) (11) which prohibits application of a subsequent Variable Retention harvest for at least 50 years for Class I, 60 years for Class II and III or 80 years for Class IV and V.  It is clear that the Board intended that the  prescription not be re-applied to stands created through application of the Variable Retention prescription for periods of time which mirrored the timeframes specified in 14 CCR 913.1(a)(1).  Board direction in the area of reapplication of variable retention is clear.  Even though this aspect of stand entry period was not specifically addressed in terms of the age of the stand for the initial application of Variable Retention, the guidance provided in 913.4(d)(11) is applicable.  No harvest under variable retention should take place until the stand has met the minimum stand age requirement specified in 14 CCR 913.1(a)(1), 933.1(a)(1) and 953.1(a)(1).

Second, while the regulations regarding this method were placed under “Special Prescription” because they could apply to areas where the landowners were utilizing Variable Retention to develop an evenaged, or an unevenaged condition, there was a recognition on the part of the Board that the stands created could be even-aged.  While this prescription is listed under special prescriptions, where variable retention is being applied as  an even-aged regeneration method, the age limitations of 14 CCR 913.1(a)(1), 933.1(a)(1) and 953.1(a)(1) are applicable where Option “c” under 913.11(c), 933.11(c) or 953.11(c) is being relied upon to demonstrate MSP.  If an MSP demonstration has been approved by the Department under 14 CCR 913.11, 933.11 or 953.11 (a) or (b) which has modeled variable retention prescriptions and the modeling includes application of those prescriptions to stands younger than the minimum ages specified in 14 CCR 913.1(a)(1), 933.1(a)(1) and 953.1(a)(1), application of variable retention would be appropriate provided the prescription is consistent with the MSP demonstration.
One of the considerations necessary to develop a prescription for treatment of any stand is the determination of stand age.  During review of THP’s proposing Variable Retention, stand age will be verified in those stands where the intent is to establish an evenaged condition and there is a question regarding the stand age.  If the information is not included in the submitted THP, it will need to be determined during the preharvest inspection or review of the plan.  Where an evenaged condition is created under the proposed plan using Variable Retention, the requirements of 14 CCR 913.1(a)(1), 933.1(a), 953.1(a)(1) will be applied. 

Retention Standard Determination

14 CCR 913.4(d)(3) requires that retention standards for the Variable Retention units be met on each 20 acre area within each harvest unit.  In addition to this requirement, 14 CCR 1072.1 specifies that the Director’s representative can, independently from the area specified in the Report of Stocking, sample what he determines is the least stocked area in the unit.  For purposes of determining conformance with retention requirements, CDF inspectors will select the least stocked 20 acre within the Variable Retention area based upon visual observations or other information.
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